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its winter ]  to spot the elusive and near-mythic . o ) 1 : - il LR
snow leopard. It's only in the depths of winter that snow
leopards feel compelled to descend from their lofty perches
enough for us to go gawp at them. That's the trade-off if you
want to observe a snow leopard in the wild: you have to be
willing to put up with the cold. We did come face to f:
with the Gattopardo but by then I knew that that hadn’t
been the point of this at all. I had simply wanted to challenge
! myself, to see if I could do this: feel subzero wind on my face
: ‘EE and not flinch; walk on ice and not fall; above all, display
mplary patience in the face of an uncertainty. Luxury travel, after all, is for softies.
, more about what went through my mind in the rarefied air of Ladakh at altitudes
issue of the magazine. But even in this issue there is a
h’s formidable and fragile wintry beauty.

0 featured, an affectionate and illuminating insider’s guide to Darjeeling, a trek to
the stunning Satopanth Tal, train journeys in Switzerland, and a heritage makeover which

9 e

will give {ainital this summer. There’s a special
birding trip too, where we accompanied none other than birding legends Carol and Tim

ipp as they rediscovered old haunts. We also learnt something new, that Kargil has a
number of rock-cut Buddha statues, which could have rivalled the Buddhas of Bamivan
if the latter still existed, We're alsc caturing Central Asian food, were you to get pes

And lots more besides. Happy reading and travelling,
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chartens in Likir; a quiet valiey near
Ulley; and the snowcapped splendour
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